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Efficient use
of all resources
Flexible, reliable and sustainable: DB Cargo brings Metsä Board
products to customers in Europe and Turkey.
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ackaging for every product, packaging becomes
the product: this is the
maxim behind DB Cargo’s
work for Metsä Board.
Starting at the port of Lübeck, the
rail freight operator transports its
customers’ goods across Europe and
as far as Turkey.
Headquartered in Espoo near
Helsinki, the Finnish company Metsä
Board produces paperboard and raw
materials for the corrugated cardboard
industry. It supplies its customers with
high-quality and environmentally
friendly packaging. Using fresh fibre
from sustainably managed forests as
their raw material, its box solutions are
particularly popular with discerning
companies that want to use their packaging to stand out from the competition. Consumer goods manufacturers,
food producers and pharmaceutical
companies can add colours and designs
to Metsä Board’s packaging in ways
that other grades of paper products do
not allow.

MARKET LEADER
The origins of the Finnish corporation go
back as far as 1868. Today, Metsä Board
is Europe’s leading producer of premium
quality cardboard.

Turnover: 1.9 billion euros/year
Production capacity: 2 million tonnes/year
8 production sites
2,352 employees
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1 _ The new folding paperboard
machine at Husum
has a capacity of
400,000 tonnes
per annum.
2 _ Easily damaged, the paper
rolls are loaded
onto Habbins
wagons with twopart sliding
aluminium walls.

Handover at Lübeck’s harbour
Metsä Board does more than just produce high-quality cardboard. While
conventional consumers might not be
aware of it, the company has worked
together with DB Cargo to establish a
delivery network that reaches into
every corner of Europe so that its products get to their destination quickly
and reliably. Manfred Hinz, director of
operations for central and eastern
Europe at Metsä Board, says, “We have
worked closely with DB Cargo and
other business partners to design
excellent processes. DB Cargo’s openness and flexibility have played a key
role in our success.”
The paperboard is manufactured
in Finland and Sweden. Arriving in
Lübeck by ship, it is transferred to
Transwaggon and DB Cargo wagons
at the city’s port. Using single wagonload transportation, these cars then
head to Maschen and Mannheim,

2

which are the distribution hubs for
Metsä Board products throughout
Germany, Austria, France and Italy.
DB Cargo offers an added advantage
in the form of its extensive network of
railports, which act as transshipment
points between rail and road. For
example, at its base in Maddaloni, the
company uses the lorries of its local
partners to provide an all-inclusive
solution for customers in southern
Italy, with some of the freight even
transported straight to these clients’
printing facilities in rolls and on
pallets. Other customers handle the
route organisation activities themselves, and DB Cargo gives them the
flexibility they need for this.
The rail freight company devised
an ingenious solution for transports to
Turkey: it uses a regular link between
Rosenheim and Istanbul to dispatch
paperboard according to a fixed
schedule, thereby making an entire
shuttle service economically viable.
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in the customers’ delivery systems”,
says Eberhard.
“The plans are really good”, says
Hinz. “Fresh suggestions, innovative
approaches, outstanding motivation
and an open-minded, collegial workplace atmosphere are hallmarks of
DB Cargo’s work on this issue.”
Continuing, he says that increasing the
quality, reliability and the flexibility
of the system and keeping all of these
factors at a consistently high level will
play a key role in taking the Lübeck
service to the next level.
“Sustainability in our DNA”

_ Packaging is
particularly important in the food and
cosmetics sectors.

Close cooperation between all
companies
“Ultra-flexible wagon provision is a
particular challenge that we have to
manage. Customers have the option of
placing weekly orders for wagons”,
states Justyna Eberhard, key account
manager at DB Cargo’s pulp and paper
sales and operation centre. “We take
this as our starting point and structure
our plans around it”, she explains.
Close coordination of transport times
between Metsä Board’s production
units and clients is also essential to
prevent end customers from suffering
downtimes. “To make this possible,
the wagons’ journey times are logged

Metsä Board is committed to one thing
above all: sustainability. “Thanks to
our ownership structure and product
portfolio, sustainability is part of our
DNA”, says Hinz. The company is part
of Metsä Group, controlled by some
103,000 forestry owners. They are not
only interested in the sustainable management of northern Europe’s forests,
but also support sustainability in the
logistics business as well.
Railways are front and centre
when it comes to reducing emissions.
In 2018, Metsä Board’s use of trains
meant the elimination of the 9,976 tonnes of CO2 that road-based transport
would have generated. This figure was
up from 9,093 tonnes the previous
year. “All the same, emissions aren’t
everything”, says Hinz. “Sustainability
means designing a logistics
chain that is forward thinking in every
way. A chain that uses resources efficiently.” To him, professional logistics,
concepts that harness different modes
of transport, reliable product quality
and fewer empty runs are just as
important as lower CO2 figures. №

Justyna Eberhard
Key Account Manager, DB Cargo
justyna.eberhard@deutschebahn.com
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