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Sustainable
with every
fibre

DB Cargo Logistics is making clothing and
textiles more sustainable with timber transports
for the Bavarian State Forestry Department.
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H
_ In 2018 alone,
106 million tonnes of
fibre were produced
worldwide –
6 per cent of which
were wood-based
cellulose fibres.

ardly anything is as fleeting as fashion. Changing
trends, relentless price
pressure and complex
supply chains force distributors and brands to constantly
check and renew their product lines.
The latest trend to hit the fashion
industry is sustainability.
This means more than just the
green organisation of supply chains.
Manufacturers also have to bear sustainability in mind when selecting
resources. Cotton, wool or angora are
of course natural fibres. But woodbased fibres have also been among the
eco-friendly raw materials used in
textile production for many years.
And for a simple reason: The raw

material for Viscose, Modal or Lyocell
is plant-based. It is made from cellulose, in other words wood.
Sustainability in the product
Lenzing AG from Austria is one of
the major producers of these sustainable fibres. The company produces
around 300,000 tonnes of cellulose a
year at its main plant in Austria from
around 800,000 tonnes (dry weight)
of beech. This is then processed to
make Viscose and Modal. Under the
brands TENCEL™, LENZING™,
ECOVERO™ and VEOCEL™ the
fibres are used to produce textiles
and non-woven products. Armedangels, Mavi or Levi’s, for instance,
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RNOOS 644

THE FACTS
Stanchion height:
Loading width:
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607 2,000 1,190

2.00 m
2.65 m

2,000

Very easy to use thanks to stanchion system.
1,700

2,000

21,614
2,620

2,000

1,700

2,000 1,190

2,607

63.5 t
26,500 kg

1,060

Carrying capacity:
Av. unladen weight:

1,060

Loading height:
2.73 m
Load space:
approx. 57 m2
(ideal for logs measuring 3–5 m in length)

620

1,800

920

2,530

16,560
22,860

use this certified sustainable raw
material.
Behind TENCEL™, ECOVERO™
and VEOCEL™ lies not only the
Lenzing employees’ many years of
expertise, but also a tangible supply
concept for timber as a resource.
Lenzing uses this wood for historic
reasons. When the company was
founded, the salt works in the local
spa facilities bought up the wood from
the spruce trees – the predominant
species in the Austrian forests. The
ambitious business had to look for a
new raw material: beech.

TIMBER PORTS
Smart transshipment for timber

To transport logs and square-sawn timber,
DB Cargo Logistics not only draws on a
fleet of around 1,700 special wagons, but
also uses timber ports.
These bimodal logistics facilities for
road and rail have now been set up at
various locations in Germany, including
Aschaffenburg, Eichstätt, ParksteinHütten and Trier. DB Cargo Logistics
intends to set up further timber ports
in future.
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DB Cargo Logistics bundles timber in
timber ports, stores it for each specific
customer and transships the timber
professionally with state-of-the-art
equipment onto rail.
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1 _ The bale
warehouse at the
location that gives
the group its name
in Lenzing,
Upper Austria.
2 _ Beech accounts
for 18 per cent
(by area) of stocks
grown by the
Bavarian State
Forestry Department.

Today the Bavarian State Forestry
Department is one of Lenzing’s main
suppliers. The company leverages the
experience of DB Cargo Logistics:
With more than 90,000 transports a
year, the freight operating company is
one of the largest timber logistics providers in Europe. “DB Cargo and rail
are an important component in the
logistics system for the Bavarian State
Forestry Department, allowing us to
supply our customers with logs. This
allows us to provide a continuous flow
of timber and process large quantities”, explains Martin Müller, Head of
Logistics, Technology & Technical
Production at the Bavarian State
Forestry Department.
Beech from Bavaria
DB Cargo Logistics transports beech
for the Bavarian State Forestry Department from the two timber ports of
Parkstein-Hütten and Eichstätt to
Lenzing in Upper Austria. Timber can
be collected, stored and transported in
large quantities at these special transshipment terminals. DB Cargo also
ships timber to Lenzing from another
ten freight yards.
“We work together very closely
with the Bavarian State Forestry
Department and Lenzing as partners
so we can offer product-specific
logistics services along the transport
chain”, explains Martin Fiebig,
Key Account Manager at DB Cargo
Logistics.

“DB Cargo and
rail are an
important
component in the
logistics system
for the Bavarian
State Forestry
Department,
allowing us to
supply our
customers with
logs.”
MARTIN MÜLLER

Head of Logistics,
Technology & Technical Production,
Bavarian State Forestry Department

An online timber portal is used to
order the wagons bound for the individual forwarding yards. The timber
is bundled in Eichstätt and ParksteinHütten and loaded onto the supplied
wagons. These then run as block trains
or single wagonload transport to
Lenzing. Using the online portal, the
customer can tell which wagons are
coming in. Apart from the wagons
leased by Lenzing, DB Cargo uses
around 40 of its own “Rnoos” and
“Snps” wagons every week. Some of
the transports are now designed as
triangular transport, with some wagons
carrying freight from other customers
on the return trip.
Thousands of tonnes of CO2 saved
“With our environmentally friendly
transports we are helping the customer
achieve their sustainability targets”,
says Martin Fiebig. The Bavarian State
Forestry Department saved more than
5,000 tonnes of CO2 in the past three
years alone by transporting its products
by rail to Lenzing, compared with alternative transport by lorry, as DB Cargo
calculated and the company confirmed. “The Bavarian State Forestry
Department is committed to end-toend sustainability – so sustainable
logistics is also particularly important
to us”, says Müller.
This argument is also decisive for
Lenzing, as the company is firmly
committed to sustainability. In a study
run by Canadian NGO Canopy, the
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“We are
convinced that
we manufacture
a product with
our fibres that
leaves a smaller
environmental
footprint than
petroleum-based
synthetic fibres
and cotton.”
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Lenzing Group takes first place
among the world’s 31 leading producers
of wood-based fibres when it comes to
the responsible sourcing of timber.
“We are convinced that we manufacture a product with our fibres that
leaves a smaller environmental footprint than petroleum-based synthetic
fibres and cotton. It is biodegradable
and in many areas we have better
product characteristics than cotton
and polyester fibres”, says Anton Putz,
Director Wood Procurement at Lenzing.
“For sustainability reasons we transport around 70 per cent of the sourced
timber by rail – around two million
tonnes a year.”
Procurement throughout Germany
Other factors also justify the use of
rail. The high transport capacity of the
mode of transport is one such factor,
not to mention the possibility of delivering beech sourced a long distance
away and of course the cost-effectiveness of the transports. №

ANTON PUTZ

Director Wood Procurement, Lenzing
Martin Fiebig, Key Account Manager, DB Cargo Logistics
martin.m.fiebig@deutschebahn.com

3–6 _ From tree to
finished fibre – from
wood chip to cellulose,
staple fibres and finished Lyocell filaments
of TENCELTM Luxe.
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